Kestrel’s Brit Quiz
How much do you know about Britain (the UK) and the British? 
Questions are set at 4 levels.  Answers on page 5.
Level 1

1  The head of state is …  .
a) Queen Elizabeth I     b) King Charles III     c) Queen Elizabeth II     

2  The present Prime Minister is …  .
a) David Cameron     b) Tony Blair     c) Nick Clegg

3  Nelson’s Column is in …  .
a) Hyde Park     b) Trafalgar Square     c) Piccadilly Circus 

4  The capital of Scotland is …  .
a) Glasgow     b) Aberdeen     c) Edinburgh

5  The music for Cats and The Phantom of the Opera was composed by … .
a) Andrew Lloyd Webber     b) Jason Carr     c) Paul McCartney
6  Many British film premieres are held in London’s …  .
a) Leicester Square     b) Trafalgar Square    c) Eaton Square

7  Treasures such as the Elgin Marbles and the Rosetta Stone are in …  . 
a) Tate Modern     b) The V & A Museum      c) the British Museum
8 The British actor … played the female lead in the 1997 film Titanic.
a) Helen Mirren     b) Kate Winslet     c) Emma Thompson 
9  … is the capital city of Wales.
a) Swansea     b) Bangor     c) Cardiff
10  The most successful British football club in the last 20 years is …  .
a) Liverpool FC     b) Chelsea FC     c) Manchester United
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Level 2

1  For breakfast most people in Britain have …  .
    a) a light breakfast
b) a full English breakfast

c) a cup of tea

2  On a British dining table, the container with the salt is the one with …  .
    a) 1 hole in the top
b) 3 or more holes
    c) a small spoon in it

3  Britain’s favourite takeaway meal is …  . 

    a) kebab

b) pizza

c) fish and chips

4  The item used most often in a British kitchen is usually the …  .
    a) microwave oven
b) electric kettle    c) coffee maker

5  The cheapest way to travel between two cities in Britain is by …  .
 a) taxi

b) coach (bus)
c) train

6  In Britain, teachers of young people over 16 like their students to …  .
  a) memorise their school books     b) listen carefully, make notes and memorise these     c) ask interesting questions and work independently
7  The most popular names for girls and boys in the UK are …  .
       a) Emma/Thomas     b) Olivia/Muhammad*     c) Emily/Jack 

*With its different spellings, Mohamed/Mahomet.
8  When men and women get married in Britain, the women usually …  .
    a) continue in their jobs
b) quit work

c) change jobs 

9  Most people in Britain live in …  .
    a) houses with gardens     b) houses without gardens     c) flats
10  How many British households have an animal as a family pet?
    a) 68%

b) 58%
c) 48%
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Level 3
1  Who is the biggest selling pop music artist from the UK?
    a) Elton John     b) Paul McCartney     c) Phil Collins 

2  The author of Pride and Prejudice, Emma and Sense and Sensibility was ...
    a) Charlotte Brontë     b) George Eliot     c) Jane Austen
3  Colin Firth is …  .
    a) a footballer     b) a musician     c) an actor
4  Nick Park is the creator of the … animated films.
    a) Wallace and Grommit     b) Shrek     c) Alice in Wonderland
5  Actor Sam Wanamaker inspired the reconstruction in London of … .
    a) Shakespeare’s Globe     b) Wembley Stadium     c) The O2 Arena
6   The British director of films Alien, Blade Runner and Gladiator is …  .
       a) Sam Mendes     b) Ridley Scott     c) Mike Leigh
7 Andrew Lloyd Webber composed music for …  .
 a) Mamma Mia!     b) Les Miserables     c) The Phantom of the Opera
8  Lucian Freud and Tracey Emin are well known … ? 
    a) composers     b) artists     c) architects
9  The author of Enduring Love, Amsterdam and Atonement is …  .
      a) Martin Amis     b) Julian Barnes     c) Ian McEwan
10  The living female actor to win most Oscars for Best Actress is …  .  
    a) Glenda Jackson     b) Helen Mirren     c) Kate Winslet
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Level 4
1  The population of the UK is …  .
    a) 71.3 million

b) 59.6 million

c) 49.7 million 

2  How many people in Britain are white and say they are Christian?
    a) 69%

b) 79%

c) 89%

3  Of the people who live in London how many were born in the UK?
    a) 91%

b) 74%

c) 66%

4  How many people living in Britain like to call themselves British?
    a) 89%

b) 69%

c) 46%

5  The sport the largest number of people take part in is …  .
    a) football

b) golf

c) angling (fishing)

6   On as rough average, women’s pay in Britain is…  .
       a) the same as men’s
    b) 85% of men’s     c) 70% of men’s

7 How many British men regularly do the ironing at home?
 a) 73%

b) 48%

c) 29%

8  On what do children (aged 7-15) usually spend more of their money? 

    a) mobile phone costs   b) clothes and shoes   c) sweets, snacks, drinks

9  It is legal to drink alcohol in a pub from the age of …  .
      a) 16

b) 18

c) 20

10  The welfare state in Britain pays for …  .   

    a) education to 18   b) education to 18, health care, basic pensions   

    c) education to 18, health care, basic pensions and unemployment benefits
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Key

Level 1

1c   2a   3b   4c   5a   6a   7c   8b   9c   10c
Level 2

1a   2a (In the USA the right answer is b.)   3c (Fish and chips is chosen more than 280 million times a year. There are 8,600 fish and chip shops in Britain serving about 49,000 tonnes of fish.)  4b   5b   6c   7b   8a   9a   10c   (It was 55% in 1998, but many children now prefer to spend time with DVDs and electronic games.)      

Level 3
1a (Elton John has sold about 250 million recordings. Paul McCartney and Phil Collins have sold about 100 million each, although McCartney with the Beatles sold about 1 billion recordings).   2c   3c   4a   5a   6b   7c  8b   9c   10a
Level 4
(Statistics based on national survey or census information)
1b   2a   3c   4c (In one major survey 46% reported that they call themselves British. 51% preferred to call themselves English, 9% Scottish, 4% Welsh, 2% Irish, and 5% chose other descriptions.)   5c (About 3.3 million people, mostly men, take part.)   6b   7b   8c 9b   10c
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